At a glance

Pamela Goodman ofters a bird’s-eye view of some of the world’s
most exciting hotels — both old and new

Morocco
There's never a dull moment in Marrakesh as the
hotel bandwagon careers relentlessly on. It's been
three years since the famous Mamounia (left)
closed her doors, during which time the city has
: changed dramatically. She's back now though,
sumptuously spruced by Jacques Garcia, to reclaim her place as la belle de la cité
- the garden alone is worth a visit. Competition is tough, however, not just from
Marrakesh's myriad riads, but from two other imminent newcomers - the Royal
Mansour and the Mandarin Oriental. The former, owned by King Mohamed VI,
opens soon with 53 individual, supremely luxurious riads designed to create a new
medina within the city's old medina. The latter, located in the Palmeraie, will be a
palatial resort with all the trimmings set against a backdrop of the Atlas Mountains.
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