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Welcome to Africa’s best-kept secret —

the tiny Vamizi Island where eco-chic rules
and green tourism meets luxury paradise

BY GIORGINA RAMAZZQOTTI

The idyllic Quirimbas
Archipelago —a collection
of 32 coral islands, surrounded
by warm tropical water —is a
short boat ride from the wildly
beautiful 200-mile coastline of
northern Mozambique. Vamizi
Island Lodge sits on the most
spectacular of the group; a
12km paradise of hibiscus
flowers, dense forest and
soft-white coral beaches. The
lodge is passionate about
protecting the island’s wildlife
and ecosystem — which is home
to 112 different varieties of
bird — and runs the acclaimed
Cabo Delgado Biodiversity
Project in partnership with

the Zoological Society of
London and local fishermen.
Together they monitor
surrounding species, promote
sustainable fishing, and fund
the school and clinic. Each of
the spacious lodges is built
using locally sourced,
sustainable materials and a
percentage of guest fees are

set aside to further its
conservation efforts. Guilt-
free relaxation at its best!

?_" Set 70 yards back
from the beach so as not to
disturb nesting turtles, the lodge’s
12 beach villas are some of the
finest authentic African
accommodation you're ever
likely to come across. Each palm-
thatched hut has a spectacular

view over its own stretch of sand,
: (wall) dives for the more

king-size beds, and a private

WI178EASY LIVING

sitting room with cane

. sofas, colonial-style

: planter chairs and

¢ muslin mosquito nets.

: Private decks surround each
 villa, with sun chairs and Swahili
¢ daybeds to tempt you into the

: heat of the African sun.

Clockwise from above right: Our
fashion story, Pattern Of Life,
was shot here; rooms are built
with sustainable materials; the
|odge s set 70 yards back from
the beach where turifes nest

" While sunbathing and

Iswunmmg are most people’s

: idea of the perfect holiday, for
i those with a taste for adventure,
: Vamizi Island’s unparalleled

: abundance of marine life make
it a diver’s paradise. A recent

: marine survey recorded more

: than 350 species of fish, and

: there are now over 16 dive

i spots around the island and its
: coral reef. Scuba diving and
snorkelling are on offer — from

dives for beginners to vertical

¢ experienced. Guests can

: also book guided and solo

: kayaking adventures through
¢ the mangroves, or simply

¢ explore the island via one

: of the many walking trails

¢ promising glimpses of animals
¢ like samango monkeys and

: glant coconut crabs who use
! Vamizi’s secluded beaches as
: nesting grounds.

: Expect delicious Indian and

. Mediterranean-inspired dishes,
: with a fantastic selection of

¢ freshly caught seafood such

* as crab, lobster and calamari.

i Open on all sides, the dining

: room has incredible views, but

¢ if a bit of privacy is in order,
: your meal can be served in your
© room or at a romantic private
¢ ! table on the beach.

: after a piece of para
¢ just 12 lodges sprawled over
one of the world’s most

. beautiful beaches, the privacy
¢ is perfect for honeymooners

: and families alike.

~ Anyone
dise. With

S DON'T GO WITHOUT |
Getting close to naturein a

: handmade African dhow boat.
* These are anchored offshore

: at one of the numerous

: snorkelling spots, and come

: equipped with a muslin shade,
¢ specially prepared picnic and

: music system.

For more information, visit
vamizi.com
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