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south equatorial current splits- heading north to Tanzania, and south towards the    

eastern coastline of South Africa. These currents contain large resources of microscopic 

plankton and krill, a major food source which supports the vast array of species found 

within the coral reef system. 

 

A recent survey carried out on the waters of Vamizi identified 46 genera of coral       

species, with more than 400 species of fish. This number, according to studies carried 

out by scientists at Vamizi, represents over half the number of reef- associated species 

for the whole of Mozambique.  

 

Even more promising, the waters here have been deemed one of the healthiest coral 
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These species are so sensitive to changes in the marine    climate, that they are the first 

to disappear if there is a change in reef conditions, including temperature and pH as 

well as human interferences, such as over- fishing. Vamizi and its surrounding coral  

islands provide a much- needed refuge for marine biodiversity. 

 

Many of the coral reefs along the East African coast have been marred by bleaching, a 
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upwelling cool deep water prevents this thermal stress and allows the coral to flourish. 

Vamizi and its environs provide a sanctuary and potential re- stocking ground for corals 

which have died out elsewhere in the Indian Ocean. 

Widespread sea grass covers the sea bed and the coastline is fringed with mangrove 

forests, which provide an extensive nursery area for the fish. It is thought that these 

nurseries are one of the most important breeding grounds to replenish fish stocks for the 

sea surrounding Mozambique. 

 

Seasons 

 
There are 2 monsoon winds that prevail along the Mozambique coast: the Kusi 

(Southern monsoon) blows from April to November and the Kaskazi (Northern monsoon) 

blows from December through to March. 

The winds play a big part in the migratory patterns of most pelagic game fish, and as a 

result, different times of the year are better for certain species.  

 

Best time of year for diving: The best time of year to dive is from September to         

November, when the sea is calmer, the ocean currents are not as strong and the water 

temperature is a pleasant 26 to 28 ºC.  
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DIVING AT VAMIZI 

 

Dive sites 

There are fifteen main dive sites around Vamizi Island, with more being discovered all 

the time. There are dive sites to cater for all diving abilities, from the novice and   

experienced divers alike.  

 

 Dive Sites for All Levels: 

Ponta Papagaio, Skunk Alley, Middle Point, Cave Wall, and Chamonix Express: 

these sites are located along the wall at the point and can be dived at depths 

ranging from 10-30m. Beautiful sloping  

topography, expansive coral beds and teeming reef fish, make a dive on these 

sites an absolute must. Due to the close proximitiy of deep water, the bigger 

game fish frequently pass by and during the winter months the haunting song of 

the humpback whales can often be heard. We frequently see garden eels waving 

the current, larger groupers, nudibranchs and many more.  If you are lucky you 

may even glimpse the impressively large endangered bumphead parrotfish. 

 

Canal Walk: these shallow beautiful dive sites are not to be missed. Beautiful 

coral bommies, surrounded by white sands with lots of nooks and crannies in 

which to seek out small treasures. Home to N Napoleon wrasse, a variety of 

morays, flat worms and much more.   

Babylon: drift over a beautiful landscape of hard and soft corals sloping gently 

from  

8-30m  with a good chance of seeing turtles, schooling barracudas, rays, puffer-

fish and nudibranchs.  

 

Advanced Dive Sites 
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different dive site where you have a good chance of encountering eagle rays, 

napoleon wrasse and many pelagic fish including tuna and schooling barracuda.  

Fraggle Rock: an awe inspiring wall and pinnacle rising up from the depths, 

huge gorgonian fans and whip corals and impressive green coral trees. 

The Crack and Tuki Point: these walls are located in the middle  of the point, 

leading off into the big blue.  Plunging to depths of over 200 metres, large gor-

gonians and whip corals cling to their vertical sides.  Coral and fish are there in 

abundance supplies and nearby deep water often attracts the larger fish which 

prey on the numerous reef fish. 
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the crown. The walls plunge dramatically to below 800 metres. Mingle amongst 

the giant kingfish batfish, walls of snapper and huge grouper to name but a 

few.  This pristine reef has an abundance of hard and soft corals and vast beds 
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bers of grey reef sharks and countless other pelagic fish. Unfortunately very 

strong currents and challenging conditions make this site suitable for divers with 

an advanced qualification only. 


